
Richard McKinstry Jr
November 24, 1942 - September 26, 2019

Richard Gabbert McKinstry, Jr. of Springfield passed away on September 26,
2019 surrounded by family in Dayton, OH. Rick was born to Richard and
Frances (Johnson) McKinstry on November 24, 1942. 

 Rick graduated Lancaster High School in 1961, earned a B.Sc. from OSU,
was a staff sergeant in the Air Force during Vietnam, and earned a M.Ed. from
WSU. He taught junior and senior high school science in the Mad River Local
School district where he met his wife, Lacey. There, he spent 35 years
teaching over 6000 young people; taking many on adventurous field trips to
the Bahamas and Alaska. As a master gardener in his retired years, Rick
loved volunteering with the Master Gardeners of Clark County and shared his
passion with the community by cultivating public gardens across Springfield. 

 He is survived by his wife of 44 years, Lacey (Fischer) McKinstry of
Springfield, son Wm. Matthew McKinstry (Elissa Smith) and beloved
grandsons Liam and Graham of Arlington, VA, daughter Caitlin McKinstry
(Rob Campbell) of Cordova, AK, and niece Laura Engle of Beavercreek. He is
preceded in death by his brother William, sister Nancy Sterzinar, and parents
Richard and Frances. 

 A Memorial Ceremony on December 27th will be held at 11am at Rockway
Lutheran Church in Springfield followed by a 1 pm Celebration of Life at the
Festival Green Clubhouse on the Springfield Masonic Community’s campus.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Master Gardeners of Clark County or
Rockway Lutheran in his name.





Previous Events

Memorial Service

DEC 27. 11:00 AM (ET)

Rockway Lutheran Church
3517 W National Rd
Springfield, OH 45504

Celebration of Life

DEC 27. 1:00 PM (ET)

Masonic Home
2655 West national Road
Springfield, OH 45504
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Evalind Pickering - October 08, 2019 at 09:56 AM

I am very sorry learn of Richard's passing. I last spoke with him
three or four years ago when I called the Master Gardeners about a
weed I had not seen before. He and the others at the Extension
service that morning were able to solve the mystery. Lindair Acres
has lost a good soul. My thoughts and prayers are with you and
family. Evalind Pickering


